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GENEALOGY. 



THE FITZHUGH FAMILY. 

Though the Virginia Fitzhughs bear the same arms as the old Barons 
Fitzhugh, of Ravensworth, no descent from the ennobled family has 
ever been traced, nor, though it is possible that the immigrant to Virginia 
was descended remotely from some younger son, is it at all probable 
that the line will ever be worked out. It is probable, however, that by 
proper research in England, the ancestry of the immigrant may be car- 
ried back several generations further than there is now any knowledge 
of. Probably Colonel William Fitzhugh was from a branch of the fam- 
ily of Fitzhugh, of Wolcott, in Oxfordshire, of which there is in the vis- 
itation of Oxfordshire, 1574 (and reprinted in this Magazine, I, 412) a 
pedigree of four generations, beginning with Thomas Fitzhugh, of Beg- 
gery, Bedfordshire, who must have lived about 1470. This family bore: 
Az. three chevrons interlaced in base or, a Chef or, the same arms as 
William Fitzhugh, the immigrant to Virginia. 

All that is certainly known of the ancestry of William Fitzhugh, the 
immigrant, is that he was the son of Henry Fitzhugh, of Bedford, Eng- 
land. As Colonel William Fitzhugh in his letters mentions his uncle 
"Mr. Robert Fitzhugh, at the Greenhuse, in Bedford," and his aunt 
Mrs. Margaret Porter, it is probable that Henry Fitzhugh was the son 
of William Fitzhugh, malster, of Bedford, whose will, dated January 2, 
j 632, and proved September 25, 1638, names his daughter Elizabeth, 
wife of Thomas Paradine, Mayor of Bedford, sons Thomas, William, 
Francis, Hugh, Peter, Robert and Henry, daughters Margaret and Sybil, 
wife Margaret, sister Wilsbere and brother William Fitzhugh, of Wan- 
den. There is a short pedigree of the Fitzhughs of Wanden, Bucking- 
hamshire, in the Visitation of Buckingham, 1614; but there is no mention 
of two brothers named William, and the family bore different arms from 
the Virginia Fitzhughs. If William Fitzhugh, of Bedford, was the father 
of Henry Fitzhugh, it is probable that William Fitzhugh, of Wanden, 
was his brother-in-law. It very frequently happened at that period that 
the younger sons of the minor gentry engaged in trade in the towns. 

The name Fitzhugh was quite numerously represented in Bedfordshire 
and the town of Bedford. In the Visitation of Bedford, 1566, is a short 
pedigree of the Fitzhughs of Walden, beginning with "William Fitz- 
hugh, of Walden, Com. Bedford, 3d son." The family of the name at 
Wanden, was from a fifth son of this family. There were also Fitzhughs 
in the town of Bedford, whose connection with the Virginia family does 
not appear, and also at Walden, Ravensden, Neale, Great Barford, 
Tempsford and Kempston, all in Bedfordshire. Henry Fitzhugh, of 
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Bedford, gent, whose will was proved in 1632, had evidently lived at 
Great Barford. 

To begin with what is certainly known: Henry l Fitzhugh, of the town 
of Bedford, is known, from an inscription on his portrait, to have been 
born in 16 14. A portrait of this Henry Fitzhugh is preserved; on the 
back is written " Henry Fitzhugh, of Bedford, England, age 20, 1634. 

Copied by John Heselius, 1751." He married Mary , who survived 

him. They had issue: 2. Margaret, * baptized November 12, 1640, at St. 
Paul's, Bedford. She came to Virginia or Maryland, and died about 
1676. William Fitzhugh, of Virginia, writing on January 30, 1686-7, to 
his uncle Robert Fitzhugh, of Bedford, states that his sister Margaret 
died about ten years before, leaving a daughter who had visited him a 
few months previously; 3 Susan, 2 baptized October 27, 1642, at Saint 
Paul's, Bedford; 4. Mary, 2 baptized December 26, 1643, at St. Paul's; 5. 
Elizabeth, 2 baptized January 12, 1644, at St. Paul's; 6. Dorothy 2 baptized 
January 24, 1645, at St. Paul's. In April, 1686, William Fitzhugh, of 
Virginia, wrote to England inviting his sister Dorothy to come over and 
live with him, and directs that she be " handsomely and genteely pro- 
vided," furnished with a maid, &c, and if she had not the money that 
he would bear all costs. She came either late in that year or early in 
1687, and in April, 1687, he announces in a letter to England, her mar- 
riage to Dr. Ralph Smith, a physician and merchant of Bristol, who had 
determined to settle in Virginia. Dr. Smith only lived a few years, and 
some time in 1690, the widow married George Luke, son of Oliver 
Luke, Esq., of Woodend, Bedfordshire, and a grandson of the hero of 
Hudibras, a young man who had come to Virginia under the auspices 
of his kinsman, Nicholas Spencer, President of the Council. This mar- 
riage was not a very happy one, and she only survived it a short time. 
7. Henry, 2 baptized April 28, 1650, at St. Paul's. In January, 1686, Wil- 
liam Fitzhugh, of Virginia, wrote to his brother " Captain Henry Fitz- 
hugh, at Pell Mell, London." In the letter he says: " I understand from 
my sister your interest and friends are great at court," and urges him to 
try to get the command of a king's ship on the Virginia station, which 
might be made worth ,£1,000 a year to him. It appears from references 
in the letters that Henry Fitzhugh was a hard drinker, and that he soon 
wished to borrow money from his brother William. The latter writing 
April 22, 1686, to John Cooper, one of his London merchants, tells him 
to supply his brother Henry's needs, even if it takes all the money in 
his hands. Henry Fitzhugh was married, as William acknowledges the 
receipt of a present from his wife. 8. William. 2 

8. Colonel William 2 Fitzhugh, the immigrant to Virginia, was, 
according to the record which has been preserved in Virginia, born in 
the town of Bedford, England. The parish register shows that he was 
baptized at St. Paul's, January 10, 1651. About his earlier life nothing 
is known, but it is evident that he was well educated, and that he had 
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studied for the bar in a way which made him a well read and skilled 
lawyer. He came to Virginia about 1670, settling on the Potomac, in 
Stafford county (but now in King George), on an estate which he called 
" Bedford." A portion of this property including the home sites (for 
three residences have been successively built at different places on 
" Bedford,' ' and have been successively destroyed by fire) is now, in 
1899, owned by Mr. Francis C. Fitzhugh, having never been out of the 
possession of the family. William Fitzhugh practised law, and was also 
a planter and dealer in tobacco. He was counsel for Robert Beverley, 
the Clerk of the Burgesses in his celebrated case, and appears to have 
been often engaged in important civil cases. His business as merchant 
and planter was very successful, and he acquired a large estate, leaving 
at his death 54,000 acres of land, and a valuable personal property. Our 
chief knowledge of him is derived from his letters to English correspon- 
dents, which have been published in this Magazine. These show him to- 
have been shrewd and careful in business, but kind and generous to 
friends and relatives. He wrote affectionate letters to his mother, Mrs. 
Mary Fitzhugh, of Bedford, and frequently sent her money. A few 
notes from his letters give information as to his character and pursuits. 
June 18, 1 68 1, he writes that besides his own crops, he had purchased 
much tobacco for shipment, also ships walnut plank; July 1, 1680, sends 
for flax, hemp and hay seed; July 25, 1683, writes to Lord Culpeper, 
offering to purchase the fee simple of the rents, profits, &c, of all the 
lands in the parish in which he lives, about 28,000 acres. The rent to 
be paid by him to Culpeper would be about ^"80 a year; June 11, 1684, 
thanks Nicholas Spencer, President of the Council for an office he had 
conferred upon him; same date writes to Nicholas Haywood, of Lon- 
don, in regard to the possibility of cultivating olives in Virginia; May 
16, 1685, if the crops turned out well he would have five or six hundred 
hogsheads tobacco; same date, writes that if he had gone to England 
the year before, as he had once intended, he had determined to try to 
get a patent for the place of high sheriff of his county in fee, or at least 
for life, and instances the case of the Cliffords, who were hereditary 
sheriffs of Westmoreland, England, still, if the patent could be obtained 
he would be willing to pay forty or fifty pounds sterling. April 22, 1686, 
he wrote to Dr. Ralph Smith, of Bristol, proposing to exchange his es- 
tate in Virginia, for one in England, worth three or four hundred pound 
a year. He gives an account of his property (see this Magazine, I, 395). 
April 26, 1689, to Thomas Clayton, merchant, of Liverpool, submitting 
a plan for trade with Holland, in which he was willing to take a share. 
January 30, 1687, writes to Hay ward that establishing and settling his 
plantation had cost him nearly 30,000 pounds tobacco. January 30, 1686- 
7, states that for eight or nine years past he had served his county as a 
member of the House of Burgesses. At the same time he again ex- 
presses his desire to exchange his property for English. It is extremely 
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Age 20, taken in 1634. 
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difficult for him to educate his children where he is, "and better never 
be born than ill-bred. " April 5, 1687, writes that he had been formally 
impeached by the last House of Burgesses, but that it came to nothing. 
(This appears to have been something about the levies in Stafford 
county.) May 13, 1687, wrote to Hay ward that he had in mind to write 
a small history of Virginia. In 1689, he made proposals to purchase 
100,000 acres from Lord Culpeper. His plan was somewhat changed, 
and in 1692, he sent to England for publication, a digest of the laws of 
Virginia, with a brief introductory historical sketch. If this work suc- 
ceeded he states that he would probably attempt a larger historical ac- 
count. He frequently purchased plate in England, on which his arms 
were engraved. July 10, 1690, he writes Hay ward that a lot of plate 
ordered through him had arrived, just in time to be used during a visit 
of three or four days which the Governor paid him. In the same letter 
he states that he had intended to send his oldest son to England, but 
accidentally meeting a French minister, a learned gentleman, in whose 
family only French was spoken, he had put his son with him for a time. 
He was getting on well both in French and Latin. 

It appears from his letters that Colonel Fitzhugh was in politics a Tory 
and in religion a high churchman. 

In addition to being a member of the House of Burgesses, William- 
Fitzhugh was Lieutenant-Colonel commanding the Stafford militia. It 
appears from one of his letters, July 4, 1687, that he was then in com- 
mand of the county, and was preparing to defend it against the Senaca 
Indians. 

In several letters writing in regard to seals and plates, he speaks of 
his arms. June 8, 1688, he describes them as "a field azure three chev- 
ronels traced in the base of escuchion & a chief or." 

A full abstract of his will was published in this Magazine, II, 276. 

His portrait has been preserved. It has the inscription " Colonel 
William Fitzhugh, age 40, 1698. Copy by J. Heselius." In his will he 
bequeathes his own and his Wife's portraits, and ' ' the other six pictures 
of my relations; " also a " study of books," and his pictures and maps. 
He bequeathes also, specifically, ^800 sterling out of his money in Eng- 
land, and gives what may remain to two sons. Besides the lands (54,000 
acres), fifty one negroes, six English servants, stocks of horses, cattle, 
&c, two coaches, horses, &c, goods in two stores, household furniture, 
he leaves fifty-eight pieces of plate (in addition to silver spoons). 

Colonel William Fitzhugh married May 1, 1674, Sarah (said to been 
born August 2, 1663), daughter of John Tucker, of Westmoreland county, 
Va. An abstract of the will of John Tucker, proved May 31, 1671, is 
printed in this Magazine, I, 269. 

(to be continued.) 



